Workshop on Foldscope Project
Date:29.08.2019

A one day workshop on ‘Foldscope Project” was organised by Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Government of India in association with Mangaldai College on 27th August 2019 at the auditorium
of the college. The workshop was attended students and teachers of fourteen Aspirational districts
of the region including the host district Darrang.

The workshop was formally inaugurated by Dr Shailja V Gupta, the adviser to the Department of
Biotechnology in presence of several dignitaries. In her inaugural speech, Dr Shailja gave a brief

presentation on the Foldscope Project. The project is developed by Dr Manu Prakash, an Indian

scientist currently presently serving in Stanford University, USA. Dr Shailaja also narrated how the
concept is getting popular among the students and faculties in over 445 schools and colleges of the
country after signing the “letter of intent” between the Stanford University and the department. The
project has been launched with an aim to create a scientific temperament among the students and
teachers of Northeast— especially from those belonging to the Aspirational Districts. The project also
aims in helping the students and the teachers in exploring the rich biodiversity of the region through
affordable, easy to use or traditional tools of technology. Over 300 student delegates, 56 selected
teachers and a host of experts and mentors from across the country attended the daylong workshop.
The several sessions conducted in the workshop included foldscope assembly, sample preparation,
visualization and documentation training, refinement, picture/video recording, and presentation of

samples by participants.
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https://www.niti.gov.in/writereaddata/files/document_publication/FirstDeltaRanking-of-Aspirational-Districts.pdf

S R e

h-

AJYUF MEmuers swayniy a proest over meir

20 AMXJ ma /

e

Workshop on ‘Foldscope Pro_lect

at Mangaldai

CORRESPONDENT

MANGALDAI, Aug 29: The
Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Government of India,
in association with Mangaldai
College organised a workshop
on ‘Foldscope Project’ for the
students and teachers of 14
Darrang recently. The day-long
workshop, which was attend-
edbymethan300 students

samples by participants and
offering suggestions, among
others.

The participants were pro-
vided tool kits which included
pieces of foldable papers, cam-
era lenses, SCissors etc that
helped them to prepare afold-
scope for themselves. Earher,
a colourful inaugural session
was held at the auditorium of
the Mangaldai College where
Dr Shailja V Gupta, Adviser,

Department of Biotechnology
ceremonially inaugurated the
event by lighting the lamp in
the presence of several other
dignitaries like Prof Probodh

Borah, College of Veterinary
Sciences under the Assam
Agricultural University
(AAU), Prof Dinabandhu Sa-

hoo, Director, Institute of Bi-
oresources and Sustainable
Development (IBSD), Imphal
and Dr Manish Rana, Scientist-
E, DBT, New Delhi.

In her inaugural speech,
chief guest Dr Shailja gave a
brief presentation on the ‘Fold-
scope Project’ which was in-
vented by Dr Manu Prakash,
an Indian scientist, at present
serving in the Stanford Uni-
versity, USA aiming at bring-
ing scientific tools to the mass-
esand engage them in curios-
ity-driven  explorations
termed as ‘Frugal Science’.
She also narrated how the con-
cept is becoming popular
among the students and facul-
ties covering more than 445
schools and colleges of the

College

country after signing the Let-
ter of Intent (Lol) between the
Stanford University and the
DBT. The inaugural ceremo-
ny compered by Dr Kamala
Bora, Associate Professor of
the Chemistry depanment of
the host college, also wit-
nessed a short welcome @d-
dress by its Principal Dr
Khagen Kumar Nath.

Later talking to The Assam
Tribune Adviser, DBT, Dr
Shailja V Gupta said, “Fold-
scopensasmalltoolwlnd\m
be carried by a student in his
pocket or school bag to ex-
plore the micro cosmos or the
micro organismin the universe
or their surrounding neigh-
bourhood, which couldn’t be
seen with naked eyes.”




